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case of other offences of 4 to 3. That is to say : on
the part of a person committed for trial the degree of
expectation of a secondary punishment is to the degree
of expectation of the punishment of death as 15 to 4,
or 3| to 1.*

Assuming that the proportions of committals to
actual crimes is not materially different in the two
cases, t this result may be taken as indicating suf-
ficiently for the present purpose the degree of expec-
tation which is offered to criminals of capital, as
compared with secondary, punishment. And this ex-
pectation being such as has been shown, it can hardly
be doubted that, if the alternative presented to the
murderer were absolute impunity, or in other words,
supposing that in the actual state of the case by
escaping death he escaped punishment altogether,
some kind of secondary infliction is possible which
would be at least as efficacious as that of death
for the prevention of the crime. The increase in the
expectations of the punishment would, on that sup-
position, be so great as in all probability fully to com-

* It may be said that the comparison would be fairer if it were
made as between the case of murder and that of the crime the
penalty for which is next in order of severity. If, then, the crime
of manslaughter be taken, it will be found that the proportion of
committals to sentences (the punishment being, it is presumed, in
almost all cases the same as the sentence) is about 2 to 1.

t There seems no sufficient reason to doubt this. The general
eagerness, caused by the sense of personal insecurity, to detect a
murderer might seem likely to render the proportion of committals
to crimes greater in the case of murder than in that of other
offences; but against this is to be set the frequent reluctance not
only of those connected with the criminal but of other persons to
give evidence or adopt any other measures which may possibly lead
to his death,